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Indexing collection descriptions for the CASBAH database

Introduction

This report describes how the UNESCO Thesaurus has been used to control the selection of subject indexing terms within the CASBAH online database. It also describes how the project developed a set of additional terms relating to Caribbean studies and the history of Black and Asian peoples in Britain to improve the specificity of the CASBAH subject index.

Background information is provided on why the UNESCO Thesaurus was adopted as the project's main indexing tool, along with a summary of the information sources used to collate additional entries for the subject index. The report concludes with details about how additional terms were incorporated into the structural hierarchy of the UNESCO Thesaurus, and some recommendations on the wider use and dissemination of subject-indexing terms relating to Caribbean studies and the history of Black and Asian peoples in Britain within the UK archives sector.

1. Subject indexing and the UNESCO Thesaurus

At the outset of the project's work it was agreed that the CASBAH online database at http://www.casbah.ac.uk would offer users an opportunity to retrieve information about the Caribbean and/or the history of Black and Asian peoples in Britain via several routes:

· freetext searching of collection descriptions within the database

· browsing a subject index

· selecting information from indexes of personal, corporate and place names.

The subject browsing option required the project to select an appropriate tool to aid the development of a consistent, controlled-vocabulary authority file, in accordance with advice offered by Garrod (2000) which states that,

'Subject searching using an index is inherently superior to free text searching in that a subject index indexes concepts regardless of how they are expressed. Basing a subject index on a thesaurus ensures that concepts are expressed using consistent terminology, and that relationships between concepts are made explicit.'

The project has always maintained that, wherever possible, subject indexing would be based on established standards and practices within the UK library and archive sectors, so a number of existing thesauri were examined as potential tools:

· Humanities and Social Sciences Electronic Thesaurus (HASSET)

· Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH)

· OECD Macrothesaurus

· UNESCO Thesaurus

· The Humanities and Social Sciences Electronic Thesaurus (HASSET) was developed by the UK Data Archive (UKDA), University of Essex, for use as the main subject-indexing and retrieval tool for data listed on the UKDA's online catalogue of digital resources relating to the social sciences and humanities (the BIRON database). Based upon the structure of the UNESCO Thesaurus, its core subject areas are sociology, language, education, culture, humanities, politics, law, psychology, economics, population and employment. HASSET is available online at http://biron.essex.ac.uk/searching/zhasset.html. 

· Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH) are the terms used to index books, serials, and other types of material housed in the US Library of Congress, Washington DC. The index is listed on the Library of Congress online catalogue at http://catalog.loc.gov/. 

· The OECD Macrothesaurus is a subject authority file devised by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development in 1991. Available online at http://info.uibk.ac.at/info/oecd-macroth/en the thesaurus is arranged hierarchically into 19 chapter headings and 125 sub-headings for terms linked to OECD issues and activities: (1) International Co-operation; International Relations; (2) Economic Policy; Social Policy; Planning; (3) Economic Conditions; Economic Research; Economic Systems; (4) Institutional Framework; (5) Culture; Society; (6) Education; Training; (7) Agriculture; (8) Industry; (9) Trade; (10) Transport; (11) Public Finance; Banking; International Monetary Relations; (12) Management; Productivity; (13) Labour; (14) Demography; Population; (15) Biology; Food; Health; (16) Environment; Natural Resources; (17) Earth Sciences; Space Sciences; (18) Science; Research; Methodology; (19) Information; Documentation.

· The UNESCO Thesaurus is used by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation as an indexing and retrieval tool for information stored in the UNESCO Bibliographic Database. The first English edition was published in 1977 in two volumes, later updated and condensed into a one-volume edition in 1995. The terms mainly relate to information of concern to UNESCO: education; science; culture; social and human sciences; information and communication; politics, law and economics; countries and country groupings. The second (current) edition is available online at http://www.ulcc.ac.uk/unesco/. 

In selecting the most appropriate thesaurus structural as well as content-related criteria were considered, such as whether each thesaurus was freely available online, whether it was arranged in a user-friendly format, how widely used each thesaurus was within the UK library and archives sectors, and the extent to which each thesaurus had a broad enough range of terms to cover the terminology, topics and themes pertinent to Caribbean studies and the history of Black and Asian peoples in Britain.

Opinions on the suitability of each thesaurus were sought from librarians and archivists working in the project's partner and associate institutions. In general the consultations revealed that use of LCSH was favoured by librarians, and the UNESCO Thesaurus by archivists. A further test on the comparative usability of both these tools was then conducted in June 2001. Using a sample of 10 collection descriptions, obtained from the project's pilot survey of partner institutions, indexing terms were applied to information from the 'Scope and content' field of  5 ISAD(G)-formatted descriptions and the 'Description' field of 5 library-based collection descriptions. Findings from this test tended to favour the use of the UNESCO Thesaurus, primarily because within LCSH terms relating to both the Caribbean and Black and Asian history tended to be too general and it was feared this could lead to lack of specificity in the number of relevant 'hits' retrieved from the CASBAH dataset when searched by end users. In addition, a greater number of inconsistencies arose in the application of LCSH compared to use of terms from the UNESCO Thesaurus when different members of the CASBAH team compared their index entries. It was also projected that the composite subject headings that often develop when applying LCSH would be cumbersome to present via the CASBAH database's user interface. 

Other key properties of the UNESCO Thesaurus that marked it out as the preferred indexing tool for the CASBAH database were that:

· The thesaurus is arranged alphabetically and hierarchically, listing both preferred and non-preferred terms.

· UNESCO Thesaurus conforms to national standards for the development of monolingual thesauri, as outlined by the British Standards Institution (1987) in the document 'BS 5723: British Standard Guide to the Establishment and Development of Monolingual Thesauri'.
· All words or phrases are linked to a 'microthesaurus heading' (MT), indicating the broader field of knowledge within the UNESCO hierarchy to which that term relates 

· The UNESCO Thesaurus can be used to index records at collection-, series- or item level

· The structure contains several relationships between terms: 

(a) Hierarchical relationships, with links to broader and narrower terms - e.g.  the term 'Cultural behaviour'  is listed as: BT - Cultural users; NT - Cultural participation

(b) Equivalence relationships, with the links 'use for' (UF) and 'use' to guide people to UNESCO's preferred terms - e.g. as 'Race relations' is not the preferred term in UNESCO, it has the following: 'Interethnic relations UF Race relations'; and 'Race relations USE Interethnic relations'

(c) Associative relationships, with lists of related terms (RT) - e.g. Multiculturalism has the following RTs: Biculturalism; Cross cultural analysis; Cultural environment; Intercultural communication; Intercultural education; Multilingualism; National cultures

· Many terms have a concise scope note (SN), providing a brief definition of the term and an indication of the context in which it should be used, so as to alleviate ambiguities and inconsistencies in usage. 

· The UNESCO Thesaurus has been widely adopted as the preferred indexing tool within the UK archive sector, following the findings of the Joint Information Systems Committee of the UK Higher Education Funding Councils (JISC) report by Foster (1997), 'Subject Indexing Survey and Analysis: a Report for JISC - NFF Archives Sub-Committee'.

2. Selecting additional indexing terms for use within the CASBAH database

Work began on the indexing of collection descriptions in July 2001. It quickly became clear that, in spite of the UNESCO Thesaurus being the project's preferred indexing tool, there were a number of instances where its existing set of terms could not adequately summarise the content of several collection descriptions incorporated into the CASBAH database; particularly in relation to aspects of Caribbean history and some ethnic and cultural issues featured in material on the Caribbean and South Asian diasporas. For example, using the UNESCO Thesaurus, records relating to the papers of 18th century sugar planters in the Caribbean were difficult to index without resorting to very general words such as 'Economics', 'Sugar' or 'Slavery', in the absence of more specific phrases, such as 'Plantation economy', 'Sugar estates', 'Slave revolts' and 'Abolition of slavery'- terminology that researchers interested in this aspect of Caribbean history might want to use as database search terms.

Drawing on earlier information gleaned during the project's archive surveys - particularly from organisations working exclusively with material on the Caribbean, race relations and/or Diaspora studies in Britain - lists were collated of commonly recurring keywords, topics and themes. With regard to Black and Asian history examples of terms taken from the catalogues of the Institute of Race Relations (London) and the Ahmed Iqbal Ullah Race Relations Archive (Manchester), which formed the initial basis of the 'added entries' within the CASBAH subject authority file, are given below:

 Institute of Race Relations (London):

At the Institute of Race Relations Library, a faceted classification scheme (based on Barbara Kyle's classification of the social sciences) has been in use since the Institute was established in 1958. A detailed list of approximately 300 subject headings from this scheme provided the project with the following 16 subject-specific terms not found in the UNESCO Thesaurus:

Black consciousness

Britain's imperialist policies

'Colour bar'

Emancipation and reconstruction

Indentured labour

Institutional racism

Pan-Africanism

Passive resistance

Politics of independence

Psychology of prejudice

Negritude 

Race theories

Race relations

Reformative activity

Self-government

Transcultural psychiatry

Ahmed Iqbal Ullah Race Relations Archive (Manchester):

Resource centre staff at the Ahmed Iqbal Ullah Race Relations Archive have developed an in-house classification system with over 130 subject headings and sub-categories used to index the organisation's library books, archive materials and education source packs, and also to index the research works published in Sage Race Relations Abstracts (compiled by staff at the Race Relations Archive). Examples of terms used that are not found in the UNESCO Thesaurus include:

Black Power

Black resistance in Europe 

Colonialism / Anti colonial struggles

Colonialism, Empire and slavery

Ethnicity in the Census

Immigrant communities

Immigration and the UK

Health - specific racial/ethnic groups

History and culture

Housing - segregation

Housing - integration

Housing - discrimination

Housing - race and allocations

Immigration and settlement

Militancy

Pre colonial histories

Pressure groups

Race and Housing

Race and Race Relations

Race and Social Policy

Racial harassment

Racial violence

Religion and Race

Slavery and emancipation

Slavery - resistance

Welfare - specific racial groups

In addition, the subject list for the Butetown History and Arts Centre (BHAC) database, containing approximately 260 terms and place names used to index photographs, artefacts and sound recordings in the Centre's archives, was consulted during the July 2001 archive survey at BHAC (Cardiff). The project were able to consider the inclusion of terms relating to the nationalities, ethnic groupings and settlement experiences of Black and Asian seamen in this dockside community since the late the 19th century, for example: Indians; Lascars; Malaysians; Mixed race peoples; Nationalities and ethnic groups; Nepalese; Pakistanis; Race riots; Sailors' boarding houses; Seamen; West Indians, West Africans, etc.

Specific terminology relating to the history and culture of Caribbean countries and their peoples - compiled by CASBAH staff during the completion of the project's archive surveys - was also noted, such as the following non-UNESCO Thesaurus subject terms and place names:

Abolition of slavery

Afro-Asian peoples

Anti-slavery

Arawaks

Asiatic labour

Calypso

Caribs/Caribes

Caribbean diaspora

Carifete, Jonkonnu, Masquerade (or 'Mas') and other terminology relating to the Carnival arts

Colonial West Indies

Commonwealth immigrants

Creolization

Greater Antilles

Indentured labour

Indo-Caribbean peoples

Leeward Islands

Lesser Antilles

Maroons

Mulattos

Myalism (religion)

Neocolonialism

Obeah 

Patois

Petite/Grande marronage (acts of resistance to, and escape from, slavery)

Plantation economy 

Rastafarianism

Reggae

Returnees 

Santeria (religion)

Ska music

Slave emancipation

Slave rebellion

Slave revolt

Sugar plantations

Tobacco plantations

Windward Islands

Lastly, through the research conducted for CASBAH by Stella Britzolakis at the British Library's Newspaper Library (Colindale), and via analysis of the project's archive survey data, several terms were identified that highlighted the historic ways used to record ethnicity in records such as parish registers, legal papers and other official documents. Examples such as 'Blackamoors', 'Coloureds', 'Coolies', 'Half-castes', 'Man/Woman of colour', 'Moors', 'Negroes/Negresses', 'C division' children, etc. were found in documents ranging from 16th century Privy Council manuscripts to 20th century council minute books. As most of these terms are dated, derogatory or 'imposed' terms of identification, they have been excluded from the subject authority file, but any records relating to their usage can be retrieved via freetext searching of the CASBAH database. Additional analysis of the historic context in which these terms have been used is also found in Britzolakis (2000) 'Mapping Newspaper and Periodical Sources Relating to the Black and Asian Communities in Britain' 

 and in the project's archive survey reports, all available on the CASBAH web site.

Appendix 1 shows the alphabetical subject index for the CASBAH database (last updated 1 May 2002), containing the full list of UNESCO Thesaurus terms, and also the additional terms relating to Caribbean studies and the history of Black and Asian peoples in Britain that derived from the archival materials of surveyed institutions. All non-UNESCO Thesaurus terms are prefixed with an asterisk. 

Appendix 2 shows how additional, non-UNESCO Thesaurus terms have been incorporated into the hierarchical framework of the UNESCO Thesaurus, providing examples of broader, narrower, related and preferred terms for each entry and, where necessary, selected scope notes to aid consistency of use as indexing terms. The full CASBAH subject index and the UNESCO Thesaurus database are both available online at http://www.casbah.ac.uk and http://www.ulcc.ac.uk/unesco/, respectively.

Conclusion and recommendations

Throughout the development of the CASBAH online database the project has sought to record methodologies and practices which will benefit individuals and organisations interested in the study of the Caribbean and the history of Black and Asian peoples in Britain. A key objective within the project's archive module has been to develop a thesaurus of terms for use in the CASBAH subject areas and contribute to the work of other projects involved in national thesaurus initiatives. Consequently all the non-UNESCO Thesaurus terms added to the CASBAH subject index (see Appendix 2) have been submitted to national bodies such as the Black and Asian Studies Association (BASA) Research Resources Working Party and the UNESCO Thesaurus Working Party for dissemination, discussion and peer review within the UK information sector. It is hoped that many of these terms will be incorporated into the database of  'New terms added to the UNESCO Thesaurus', administered by the Public Record Office, and available online at: http://www.pro.gov.uk/archives/unesco/introduction.htm. 

Ultimately this could lead to inclusion of the terms within a national thesaurus for the UK archives sector, currently being developed by the UNESCO Thesaurus Working Party. 

It is hoped that the CASBAH subject index (Appendix 1) will serve as a starting point for any researchers, librarians, archivists and other interested parties wishing to identify key terminology, topics and themes pertaining to the study of the Caribbean and the history of Black and Asian peoples in Britain. As the index is only based on terms used within the current sample of collection descriptions in the CASBAH online database (as of July 2002), it is hoped that other organisations and projects from within the information sector, and the wider community, will be able to continue work initiated by the project in further developing and updating the index in the light of changing historic, social, political and linguistic realities, both within the Caribbean region and throughout the African, Caribbean and South Asian diasporas.

Definitions and abbreviations

Asian - The term 'Asian' is used to refer to people with recent or direct links with Asian countries, in particular those with recent or direct origins in Bangladesh, India, Kashmir, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. This definition includes people of 'dual/multiple heritage' or mixed 'race'.

Black - The term 'Black' is used to represent people of African descent or people whose ancestry lies either directly, or in part, in the black African or Caribbean diaspora. This term includes people of 'dual/multiple heritage', or mixed 'race'.

Caribbean - Geographical region between North and South America comprising the groups of islands within the Caribbean sea and specific countries on the northern coast of South America and Central America (also referred to as the 'Circum-Caribbean' region). 

Within the context of this project the term 'Caribbean' refers primarily (although not exclusively) to the English- speaking countries and peoples of the Caribbean region. This includes: Anguilla, Antigua & Barbuda, the Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Montserrat, St Kitts and Nevis, St Lucia, St Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, and the Turks and Caicos Islands.

Indexing - The process of selecting terms to represent themes or concepts expressed in a document.

LCSH - Library of Congress Subject Headings

Keywords - Terms and phrases relating to Caribbean studies and the history of Black and Asian people in Britain identified during the course of CASBAH's survey work 

OECD - Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development

Subject headings - The controlled-language terms that are applied to collection descriptions on the CASBAH database

Thesaurus - A collection of words, subject headings or information about a particular field or set of concepts; usually arranged with a cross-reference system to link to additional synonyms and related concepts.

UNESCO - United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation

Appendix 1: Subject index for the CASBAH database 

A

*Abolition of slavery

Administration of justice

Adoption

Adult education

*African-Caribbean peoples

*African diaspora

African history

African literature

*African peoples

Agricultural economics

Agricultural products

Agriculture 

Anthropology 

*Anti-apartheid movements

*Anti-imperialism 

*Anti-racism 

*Anti-racism legislation

*Anti-slavery legislation

*Anti-slavery movements

*Antilles, Greater

*Antilles, Lesser

Apartheid 

Armed forces

Art history 

Arts

Asian cultures 

*Asian peoples (UF Asians)

*Asylum seekers 

Audiovisual materials 

B

Beverages

Bibliographic journals

*Black and Asian seamen

*Black peoples (UF Blacks)

*Boarding houses 

*British Empire 

Broadcasting

C

Caribbean

Caribbean cultures 

*Caribbean diaspora

Caribbean literature 

*Caribbean peoples

*Carnival arts

Cereals

Children

Christianity 

Cinema 

Civil and political rights 

Civil servants

Classical music

Colonial countries (UF Colonies)

Colonialism 

Colonization (UF Colonisation)

Communism

Communities 

Constitutional history

Constitutional law 

Contemporary literature 

Creoles 

Criminology 

*Cultural anthropology 

Cultural groups 

Cultural heritage 

Cultural identity

Cultural relations 

Cultural studies 

Curriculum 

Curriculum development 

Customs and traditions 

D

Decolonization (UF Decolonisation)

Democratization

Demography

Development aid 

*Diaspora studies

Diplomacy 

Documentary films 

*Dual heritage peoples

E

Economic aid

Economic and social development 

Economic cooperation

Economic history 

Economic integration

Economic policy

Economic relations

Economics 

Economics of culture 

Education 

Educational levels

Educational policy 

Educational sociology

Elections

Electoral systems

Emigration

Employment 

Environmental sciences 

Equal opportunity 

Estate management

Ethnic conflicts (UF Racial conflicts, Racial violence)

Ethnic discrimination

Ethnic groups (UF Ethnicity; Ethnic minorities, Race)

Ethnology

F

Family 

Farmers

Federation

Festivals

Film industry 

Film makers 

Films 

Finance

Financial administration 

Financial policy

Fisheries

Fishing industry

Food industry

Foreign policy 

Foreign relations 

G

Geography 

Gold

Government 

H

Health 

Health services

Higher education

Higher education institutions

History 

Housing 

Human rights 

Human rights violations

I

Iconography

Immigrants

Immigration 

Immigration law

Imperialism 

*Indentured labour 

Independence

Indic languages 

Indigenous populations

Industrial relations 

Industry

Information technology

*Institutional racism 

Interdependence

Interethnic relations (UF Race relations)

Internal politics

International conflicts

International cooperation

International law

International politics 

International relations 

International trade 

International trade agreements

Islam 

J

Jazz

Justice 

K

L

Labour

Labour disputes

Labour market

Labour movements

Labour relations

Land tenure 

Languages 

*Lascars 

Law 

Law enforcement 

*Leeward Islands

Legal history

Legal systems

Liberation movements 

Legislation

Linguistics 

Literature 

Local government 

M

Manufacturing industry

Maps 

Maritime transport

Medical profession

Medical research 

Medical sciences 

Medical treatment 

Medicine 

Metals

Migrants

Migration 

Moslems 

Multiculturalism 

Multiethnic societies 

*Multiple heritage peoples

Music 

Musical styles

N

National cultures

National history

Nationalism

Nationality 

Natural disasters

*Negritude Movement

Newspaper press

O

Oral history 

P

*Pan-Africanism 

Passports 

Photographs 

Photography 

*Plantation economy 

Police 

Political conflicts

Political doctrine

Political history 

Political institutions

Political movements 

Political parties 

Political prisoners

Political systems

Politics 

Popular music

*Population demography 

*Post-war migration 

Prejudice

Primary education 

Prisons

Private ownership 

Protest movements

Psychology 

*Psychology of prejudice

Public administration 

Public finance

Public law

Q

R

Racial discrimination 

Racial prejudice

Racial segregation

Racism (doctrine)

Radio

*Rastafarianism

Refugees 

Religions 

Religious groups 

Religious music

Religious worship 

Resistance to oppression

*Returnees

Right to property 

Right to seek asylum

Riots 

Rural areas

Rural population 

S

Schools 

Secondary education 

*Sikhism

*Slave emancipation

*Slave revolts

Slavery 

Social and economic development 

Social anthropology 

Social history 

Social policy 

Social sciences 

Social structure 

Social welfare 

Social work 

Socialism

Sociology 

*South Asian diaspora

*South Asian literature 

*South Asian peoples

Sovereignty 

Stereotypes

Student unrest

Students

Sugar 

*Sugar plantations 

T

Television 

*Textile industry 

Tobacco plantations

Trade 

Trade unions 

Traditional music

Tropical forests

U

Unemployment 

Universities

University students

V

Vocational education

W

War

War prisoners

War victims

*Windward Islands

Women 

Womens employment 

Womens organizations

Womens studies 

World war

X

Xenophobia

Y

Youth 

Youth organisations

Appendix 2: List of CASBAH 'added terms' linked to the hierarchy of the UNESCO Thesaurus

Each 'added term' listed in the CASBAH subject index has been incorporated into the hierarchical framework of the UNESCO Thesaurus, by applying a microthesaurus name and subsequent links to broader, narrower and/or related terms, where appropriate. Entries marked with an asterisk are currently not listed in the UNESCO Thesaurus and have been added to the CASBAH database's authority file during the indexing process. Terms that are not marked with an asterisk are preferred terms taken from the UNESCO Thesaurus.

Key:

	BT
	Broader term

	NT
	Narrower term

	RT
	Related term

	SN
	Scope note

	UF
	Used for (non-preferred term)

	*
	Term currently not listed in the UNESCO Thesaurus


List of 'added terms' in the CASBAH subject index

*Abolition of slavery

UNESCO microthesaurus:
4.25

Microthesaurus description: 
Social policy and welfare

Where in microthesaurus: 
Social reform

Term:
*Abolition of slavery

SN
Used in relation to the economic, political, legislative and social events and processes that brought about an end to the system of slavery in specific countries. Within the context of the United Kingdom the term is used to refer to events occurring in the decades following the passing of acts of parliament to abolish the slave trade and slavery throughout the British Empire, in 1807 and 1833 respectively.

BT
Social reform

RT
Resistance to oppression

RT
*Slave emancipation

RT
Slavery

RT
Social change
*African diaspora

UNESCO microthesaurus: 
4.35

Microthesaurus description: 
Population

Where in microthesaurus:
Migration
Term:
*African diaspora

SN
Used in relation to the specific dispersion of African peoples as a result of both forced and voluntary migrations.

BT
Migration

RT
African cultures

RT
*Caribbean diaspora 

RT
*Diaspora studies

RT
*South Asian diaspora

*African peoples

UNESCO microthesaurus: 
4.30

Microthesaurus description: 
Ethnic questions

Where in microthesaurus:
Ethnic groups

Term
*African peoples

SN
Used to refer to people with recent or direct links with African countries - such as people born in African countries, residents accepting citizenship of African nations, people with ancestral origins in the continent and/or people from specific ethnic groups around the world that identify themselves as part of an African diaspora.

UF
Africans

BT1
Ethnic groups

NT
*African-Caribbean peoples

RT
*Dual heritage peoples

RT
*Multiple heritage peoples

*African-Caribbean peoples

UNESCO microthesaurus: 
4.30

Microthesaurus description: 
Ethnic questions

Where in microthesaurus:
Ethnic groups

Term:
*African-Caribbean peoples

UF
African Caribbean peoples; Afro-Caribbean peoples

BT1
Ethnic groups 

BT2
*Black peoples

RT
*African peoples 

RT1
*Multiple heritage peoples

RT2
*Dual heritage peoples

*Anti-apartheid movements

UNESCO microthesaurus:
6.15 

Microthesaurus description:
Politics and government

Where in microthesaurus:
Political movements

Term:
*Anti-apartheid movements

BT
Political movements 

RT
Apartheid

RT
Liberation movements

RT
Resistance to oppression

*Anti-imperialism

UNESCO microthesaurus: 
6.15

Microthesaurus description: 
Politics and government

Where in microthesaurus:
Political doctrines

Term:
*Anti-imperialism

BT
Political doctrines

RT 
Imperialism

RT
Self determination

*Anti-racism

UNESCO microthesaurus: 
4.30

Microthesaurus description: 
Ethnic questions

Where in microthesaurus:
Political doctrines

Term:
*Anti-racism

BT
Political doctrines

RT
Racial discrimination

RT
Racism (doctrine)

*Anti-racism legislation
UNESCO microthesaurus:
4.30

Microthesaurus description:
Ethnic questions

Where in microthesaurus:
Political doctrines

Term:
*Anti-racism legislation

BT
*Anti-racism

BT
Interethnic relations

RT
Racism (doctrine)

*Anti-slavery legislation

UNESCO microthesaurus:
6.05

Microthesaurus description:
Legal systems

Where in microthesaurus:
Legislation

Term:
*Anti-slavery legislation

SN
Relating to the UK acts of abolition passed in 1807 and 1833 which helped to bring an end to the slave trade and slavery throughout the British Empire, respectively.

BT
Legislation

RT
Slavery

*Anti-slavery movements

UNESCO microthesaurus:
6.15

Microthesaurus description:
Politics and government

Where in microthesaurus:
Political movements

Term:
*Anti-slavery movements

BT
Political movements

RT
*Abolition of slavery

RT
Liberation movements

RT
Resistance to oppression

RT
*Slave emancipation

RT
Slavery

*Antilles, Greater

UNESCO microthesaurus:
7.10

Microthesaurus description: 
Americas and the Caribbean

Where in microthesaurus:
Caribbean

Term:
*Antilles, Greater

SN
An archipelago within the Caribbean sea comprising Cuba, Haiti, Jamaica, Puerto Rico and the Dominican Republic

BT
Caribbean

RT
*Antilles, Lesser 

NT
Cuba

NT
Dominican Republic

NT
Haiti

NT
Jamaica

*Antilles, Lesser

UNESCO microthesaurus:
7.10

Microthesaurus description: 
Americas and the Caribbean

Where in microthesaurus:
Caribbean

Term:
*Antilles, Lesser

SN
An island grouping within the Caribbean sea comprising Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Dominica, Grenada, Guadeloupe, Martinique, Montserrat, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and Trinidad and Tobago

BT
Caribbean

RT
*Antilles, Greater

NT1
*Leeward Islands

NT1
*Windward Islands

NT2
Antigua and Barbuda, etc.

*Asian peoples

UNESCO microthesaurus:
4.30

Microthesaurus description: 
Ethnic questions

Where in microthesaurus:
Ethnic groups

Term:
*Asian peoples

SN
Used to refer to people with recent or direct links with Asian countries. Within the context of the United Kingdom its usage particularly relates to those with recent or direct origins in Bangladesh, India, Kashmir, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Hong Kong, China, Thailand and Japan. This definition includes people of 'dual/multiple heritage' or mixed 'race'.
UF
Asians

BT1
Ethnic groups

NT1
Indians, etc.

RT
*Dual heritage peoples

RT
*Multiple heritage peoples

*Asylum seekers

UNESCO microthesaurus: 
4.35

Microthesaurus description:
Population

Where in microthesaurus:
Migrants

Term:
*Asylum seekers

BT
Migrants

RT
Disadvantaged groups

RT
Immigrants

RT
Refugees

RT
Right to seek asylum

*Black and Asian seamen

UNESCO microthesaurus: 
6.85

Microthesaurus description:
Labour

Where in microthesaurus:
Labour

Term:
*Black and Asian seamen

SN
Used specifically in relation to the settled, immigrant communities of seamen, firemen and shipyard/dock workers employed in British port areas, primarily during the 19th and early 20th centuries.

BT1
Labour

BT2
Workers


NT1
Manual workers 

NT2
*Lascars

RT
*Asian peoples

RT
*Black peoples

*Black peoples

UNESCO microthesaurus:
4.30

Microthesaurus description: 
Ethnic questions

Where in microthesaurus:
Ethnic groups

Term:
*Black peoples

SN
Used to represent people of African descent or people whose ancestry lies either directly, or in part, in the black African or Caribbean diaspora. This term includes people of 'dual/multiple heritage', or mixed 'race'.
UF
Blacks

BT1
Ethnic groups

BT2 
*African peoples

NT1
*African-American peoples

NT1
*African-Caribbean peoples

RT
*Asian peoples

RT
*Dual heritage peoples

RT
*Multiple heritage peoples

*Boarding houses

UNESCO microthesaurus:
4.45

Microthesaurus description: 
Human settlements and land use

Where in microthesaurus:
Housing

Term:
*Boarding houses

SN
Relating to examples of initial accommodation used by immigrant communities. Some boarding houses in the UK were ethnically segregated (and/or operated 'colour bar' policies) prior to race relations legislation in the late 20th century (specifically the Race Relations Acts of 1968 and 1976).

BT1
Housing 

BT2
Houses

RT
Living conditions

*British Empire

UNESCO microthesaurus:
4.15

Microthesaurus description: 
Social systems

Where in microthesaurus:
Social systems

Term:
*British Empire

SN
Used in relation to the countries and territories formerly classified as British 'colonies' or 'dominions' between the 16th and 20th centuries. 

BT
Social systems

RT
Colonial countries

RT 
Non self-governing territories

*Carnival arts

UNESCO microthesaurus:
3.65

Microthesaurus description:
Leisure

Where in microthesaurus:
Leisure time activities

Term:
*Carnival arts
SN
Used in relation to the cultural and artistic activities associated with a procession-based, public festivity. The term can also be applied to specific seasonal carnival events (e.g. Trinidad Cropover Festival, Notting Hill Carnival, Rio Carnival, etc.)
UF
Carifete; Carnivals; Cropover; Jonkonnu; Mas; Masquerade
BT1
Leisure time activities

BT2
Cultural events

BT3
Festivals 

RT
Arts

RT
Customs and traditions

*Diaspora studies

UNESCO microthesaurus:
1.45

Microthesaurus description: 
Basic and general study subjects

Where in microthesaurus:
Social science education

Term:
*Diaspora studies

SN
Used in relation to the study of any large-scale dispersion or migration of people from their homeland. For example, the African diaspora into the Americas, South Asian emigration to the Pacific coast, the dispersion of Jewish peoples beyond Palestine or modern Israel, etc.

BT
Social science education

RT
*African diaspora

RT
*Caribbean diaspora

RT
*South Asian diaspora

*Dual heritage peoples

UNESCO microthesaurus:
4.30

Microthesaurus description: 
Ethnic questions

Where in microthesaurus:
Ethnic groups

Term:
*Dual heritage peoples

SN
Used in relation to people who identify themselves as belonging to two ethnic groups as a result of immediate parentage or earlier ancestry.

UF
Bi-racial peoples; Mixed heritage peoples; 'Mixed race' peoples

BT1
Ethnic groups

BT2
*Multiple heritage peoples

*Indentured labour

UNESCO microthesaurus:
6.85

Microthesaurus description:
Labour

Where in microthesaurus:
Labour

Term:
*Indentured labour

SN
Defined as work under a restrictive contract of employment for a fixed period in a foreign country, usually in exchange for payment of passage, accommodation, and food. (E.g. Indentured labour of South Asian peoples in the Caribbean from c.1839 onwards following the abolition of slavery in British colonies.) Please note that this term was also used in 17th century England in reference to forms of apprentice labour.

UF
Bonded labour; Bonded servants; Indentured servants; Indentured service

BT
Labour

RT
Forced labour

RT
Slavery

*Institutional racism

UNESCO microthesaurus:
4.20

Microthesaurus description:
Social problems

Where in microthesaurus:
Social problems

Term:
*Institutional racism

SN
Used in relation to the structures, policies and practices within an organisation (or the 'apparatuses of the state') that result in particular ethnic groups being treated unfairly. The term is defined in the Stephen Lawrence Inquiry Report as "the collective failure of an organisation to provide an appropriate and professional service to people because of their colour, culture or ethnic origin" (Source: The Stephen Lawrence Inquiry: Report of an Inquiry by Sir William MacPherson of Cluny (February 1999). Cm. 4262-I, Chapter 6, para. 6.34. Web site: http://www.archive.official-documents.co.uk/document/cm42/4262/4262.htm)

BT1
Social problems

BT2
Discrimination

BT3
Racial discrimination

RT
Racism (doctrine)

RT
Social exclusion

*Lascars

UNESCO microthesaurus:
6.85

Microthesaurus description:
Labour

Where in microthesaurus:
Workers

Term:
*Lascars

SN
Used historically to refer to seamen of South Asian (mainly Indian) origin who worked as contracted employees on British trading vessels between the 17th and 20th centuries. Visram (1986) states that the term was commonly used in relation to seaman born within the territories of the East India Company and gives examples of its earlier origins in a footnote which suggests that "[Lascar] is a European adaptation from the Hindi and Persian word Lashkar, meaning an army, a camp or a band of followers. The early Portuguese used it to mean 'soldiers', and later it came to be applied to sailors."  (Source: Visram, Rozina (1986) Ayahs, Lascars and Princes: Indians in Britain, 1700-1947, London: Pluto Press, p.231).

BT1
Workers

BT2
*Black and Asian seamen

*Leeward Islands

UNESCO microthesaurus:
7.10

Microthesaurus description: 
Americas and the Caribbean

Where in microthesaurus:
Caribbean

Term:
*Leeward Islands

SN
Island grouping within the Caribbean Sea, forming the northern sub-region of the Lesser Antilles. Includes: American Virgin Islands, Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, British Virgin Islands, Guadeloupe, Montserrat, Saint Barthelemy, Saint Eustatius, Saba, Saint Martin, Saint Kitts and Nevis 

BT1
Caribbean

BT2
*Antilles, Lesser

NT1
Anguilla, etc.

RT
*Windward Islands

*Multiple heritage peoples

UNESCO microthesaurus:
4.30

Microthesaurus description:
Ethnic questions

Where in microthesaurus:
Ethnic groups

Term:
*Multiple heritage peoples

SN
Used in relation to people who identify themselves as belonging to several ethnic groups as a result of parentage or earlier ancestry

UF
Bi-racial peoples; Mixed heritage peoples; 'Mixed race' peoples

BT1
Ethnic groups

NT
*Dual heritage peoples

*Negritude Movement

UNESCO microthesaurus:
3.45

Microthesaurus description:
Arts

Where in microthesaurus:
Art styles

Term:
*Negritude Movement

SN 
Used in relation to the 20th century (c.1930s) literary and artistic movement that focussed on representations of black cultures.

BT1
Art styles

BT2
Contemporary art

*Pan-Africanism

UNESCO microthesaurus:
6.15

Microthesaurus description: 
Politics and government

Where in microthesaurus:
Political movements

Term:
*Pan-Africanism

SN
Pan-Africanism is defined by Olisanwuche Esedebe as "… a political and cultural phenomenon which regards Africa, Africans and African descendants abroad as a unit. It seeks to regenerate and unify Africa and promote a feeling of oneness among the people of the African world. It glorifies the African past and inculcates pride in African values." (Source:  Esedebe, P. Olisanwuche, Pan-Africanism: The Movement, 1776- 1991, Washington, D. C.: Howard University Press, 1994.)

UF
Pan Africanism; Pan African politics; Pan African theories

BT1
Political movements 

RT
Collectivism

RT
Socialism

*Plantation economy

UNESCO microthesaurus:
6.35

Microthesaurus description:
Agriculture

Where in microthesaurus:
Agricultural economics

Term:
*Plantation economy

SN
Used in relation to economies based on the large-scale production of staple crops/commodities for an external market 

BT
Agricultural economics

NT1
*Cotton plantations; *Sugar plantations; *Tobacco plantations, etc.

*Psychology of prejudice

UNESCO microthesaurus:
4.10

Microthesaurus description:
Psychology

Where in microthesaurus:
Social psychology

Term:
*Psychology of prejudice

SN
Used in relation to theories about prejudice, discrimination and stereotyping 

BT1
Psychology

BT2
Social psychology

RT
Attitudes

RT
Prejudice

RT
Stereotypes

*Rastafarianism

UNESCO microthesaurus:
3.20

Microthesaurus description:
Religion

Where in microthesaurus:
Religions

Term:
*Rastafarianism

SN
A religious and cultural movement originating from Jamaica in the early 20th century, following the coronation of Ras Tafari Makonnen as Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia on 2 November 1930 and largely based on the teachings of Jamaican-born political campaigner, and founder of the Universal Negro Improvement Association, Marcus Garvey (1887-1940).
BT
Religions

RT
Caribbean cultures

*Returnees

UNESCO microthesaurus:
4.35

Microthesaurus description:
Population

Where in microthesaurus:
Migrants

Term:
*Returnees

SN
Used in relation to the permanent return of former migrants to a homeland or place of previous domicile.

UF
Homecomers

BT
Migrants

RT1
Migration

RT2
Return migration

*Sikhism

UNESCO microthesaurus:
3.20

Microthesaurus description:
Religion

Where in microthesaurus:
Religions

Term:
*Sikhism

SN
A monotheistic religion that originated in the Punjab, India, in the 1500s. The doctrines of Sikhism, developed from the teachings of its 10 Gurus, are documented in the Sikh Holy Book, the Guru Granth Sahib.

BT
Religions

RT1
Asian cultures

RT2
*Sikh peoples

*Slave emancipation

UNESCO microthesaurus:
4.25

Microthesaurus description:
Social policy and welfare

Where in microthesaurus:
Social reform

Term:
*Slave emancipation

SN
Relating to the transition from bonded labour to waged labour in the former colonies of the British Empire and other parts of the world during the decades following implementation of anti-slavery legislation (such as the Act of Abolition of 1833 passed by UK Parliament) throughout the19th century.

BT 
Civil and political rights 

RT
Slavery

RT
Social reform

*Slave revolts

UNESCO microthesaurus: 
4.25

Microthesaurus description: 
Social policy and welfare

Where in microthesaurus:
Social reform

Term:
*Slave revolts

UF
Acts of 'marronage' (acts of resistance to, and escape from, slavery); Acts of resistance; Slave rebellions; Slave uprisings

BT1 
Social reform

RT
Oppression

RT
Resistance to oppression

RT
Slavery

RT
Social justice

*South Asian diaspora

UNESCO microthesaurus:
4.35

Microthesaurus description:
Population

Where in microthesaurus:
Migration

Term:
*South Asian diaspora

SN
Used in relation to the specific dispersion of South Asian peoples (from India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, etc.) as a result of both forced and voluntary migrations

BT
Migration

RT
Asian cultures

RT
*Diaspora studies

*South Asian literature

UNESCO microthesaurus:
3.40

Microthesaurus description:
Literature

Where in microthesaurus:
Literature

Term:
*South Asian literature

SN
Relating to any works that have been created by writers of South Asian origin, feature the countries and peoples of South Asia and/or relate to the history, cultural heritage and peoples of the South Asian diaspora

BT
Literature

RT
Asian cultures

RT
National literatures

*Sugar plantations

UNESCO microthesaurus:
6.35

Microthesaurus description:
Agriculture

Where in microthesaurus:
Agriculture

Term:
*Sugar plantations

BT1
Agriculture

BT2
Plantation economy

*Tobacco plantations

UNESCO microthesaurus:
6.35

Microthesaurus description:
Agriculture

Where in microthesaurus:
Agriculture

Term:
*Tobacco plantations

BT1
Agriculture

BT2
*Plantation economy

*Windward Islands

UNESCO microthesaurus:
7.10

Microthesaurus description:
Americas and the Caribbean

Where in microthesaurus:
Caribbean

Term:
*Windward Islands

SN
Island grouping in the Caribbean sea forming the southern sub-group of the Lesser Antilles. Includes: Dominica, Grenada, Martinique, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

BT1
Caribbean

BT2
*Antilles, Lesser

RT
*Leeward islands

NT
Dominica, etc.

Appendix 3: Comparative report on CASBAH subject headings and tests conducted on LCSH & UNESCO terms
The following is an extract from a report & test conducted on comparing LCSH & UNESCO thesauri, by Julie Evans, CASBAH Project Manager. Presented to the CASBAH Steering Group July 2001. This report provided the rationale on which the CASBAH project considered the system it should adopt and on why the UNESCO Thesaurus was adopted as the project's main indexing tool.
	CASBAH SUBJECT HEADINGS & KEYWORDS

	

	What do we mean by subject headings and keywords ?

	Subject headings are the controlled-language terms which we will apply as subject descriptors to the Casbah collection-level descriptions. These will enhance the searchability of the database and the retrieval of records for researchers. When descriptions are viewed through the database, the subject terms will appear underneath as a Subject, Personal Name, Corporate Name or Place terms. As terms are added to collection descriptions the database will create an alphabetical list of terms and researchers will be able to scroll this list and click on terms as another way of retrieving records from the database.  

For Casbah's purposes, keywords are those terms and phrases which have been identified during the course of surveys which we believe may prove useful as examples in our methodologies to demonstrate the terminology which has been used in archival records to refer to black or Asian peoples in Britain. These terms will not be used as subject headings because most would be unsuitable.

	

	Choice of subject headings: UNESCO, LCSH and CASBAH terms and those sourced from other lists, e.g. IRR & Ahmed Iqbal Ullah Race Relations Archive

	It would be ideal if we could take all of the subject headings which we need for our collection descriptions from established thesauri such as the UNESCO thesaurus and the Library of Congress Subject Headings. However, having tested the suitability of these thesauri, we know that neither of these can provide us with all of the terms which we need, either because suitable terms aren't available in these thesauri or the terms which are available are inappropriate. To compensate for this we will need to either create our own terms or select terms from other subject heading lists. We hope that the subject heading lists used by the Institute of Race Relations and the Ahmed Iqbal Ullah Race Relations Archive will provide us with a rich source of alternative terms from which to choose terms. However, it has been pointed out by the IRR that their subject-heading list is itself quite dated. As we explained when defining the scope of the project, terms used to identify groups of people are not static. Terms used ten or more years ago are no longer appropriate and the preferred terms which we select for use in our database may not be suitable for use in future projects, as new terms are constantly emerging to represent new social and political realities. It is important to state then that we will apply the same assessment of the appropriateness of subject terms to those available in UNESCO as to those available from other lists.

	

	The test involved applying terms from both LCSH's and UNESCO to a range of ten CASBAH collection-level descriptions. We were looking to select the thesaurus which had the most relevant range of appropriate terms. We have also considered ease of use. The test proved that there is little differentiation between the terms available in each thesaurus. Both have about the same plus and minus points. Despite its small size, UNESCO has a surprising range of terms and is very easy to use, being accessible online and also available for searching through the PRO's PROCAT database. UNESCO terms maintain a more neutral position compared with LCSH, which is obviously centred on the USA. Having said that, there is still an outstanding problem for both thesauri with terms to describe ethnic groups. Terms in LCSH are biased towards Afro-Americans and there appear to be no terms for Afro- or African-Caribbean peoples - instead we are offered Blacks or South Asians or Indians and we would need to subdivide geographically by country and period and/or subject. E.g. Blacks - Great Britain - History. Though there is no US bias in UNESCO, the terms available are again limiting and similarly questionable in their appropriateness. UNESCO can only offer Blacks, Coloureds, Asians, Indians, with no way to distinguish cultural differences or the British dimension other than including a geographical term ‘UK’ in the Place indexing section.

	

	There are some difficulties with UNESCO; no terms to describe the sugar trade or plantations, for example, could be found. Ease of navigation through UNESCO needs to be taken into account - terms which were hidden away under different hierarchical sections may have been easily missed, though the use of the PRO’s PROCAT database should have helped to identify terms otherwise not uncovered in the UNESCO thesaurus.

	

	Recommendation

	When considering the system which we should adopt, it would not be feasible to systematically look for terms from both thesauri because of the time that this would take. I would recommend that we use UNESCO as the basis for building our subject headings and that we also source terms from other available lists, as well as add our own, to replace inappropriate headings (such as Blacks or Coloureds) in UNESCO and also to fill gaps where UNESCO offers no suitable terms. 

	

	System for applying subject and place headings, personal and corporate names to Casbah's collection-level descriptions

	Because we do not have subject fields in either of the field lists for the archive and printed sources/av databases, subject headings will be allocated to each collection description in a separate database using the unique ID for each collection description. This separate table containing the subject terms will then be linked across to the tables holding the full collection-level descriptions. Allocating subject headings in this way will help us to maintain standardisation and consistency of the terms which we are applying.
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